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EDITOR AL 


The Source of Paul’s Confidence 


In every generation there arises the unending 
urge to compromise, dilute, alter or deny the 
vital content of the Christian message. Whether 
this is more prevalent in our time than in 
the past is difficult to ascertain for Satan has 
never ceased his efforts to eliminate the gospel 
from a place of transcendant importance in 
every age. Satan’s methods change but his ob- 
jective is always the same — to turn men to 
anything, provided that on which they center 
their attention and faith is something which 
does not redeem from sin. 


The apostle Paul, writing a letter of affec- 
tionate greeting to the Christians in Rome and 
reiterating his desire and intention to visit them, 
makes this simple assertion: 


“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and 
also to the Greek.” 


In our own time, when there is such a con- 
fusion in the minds of men as to what con- 
stitutes the Christian message it is incumbent 
on all who hear the name Christian to ask them- 
selves this question: “What is the gospel’? 


From a study of Paul’s epistles, it is crystal 
clear that the gospel which Paul preached was 
supernatural in its content and also supernatural 
in the method in which it was revealed. For 
that reason we owe it to ourselves to search 
out the answer in terms of one to whom so much 
was committed and who so faithfully discharged 
his trust. . 


First of all, it is clear that the gospel has 
its roots sunk deep in the Old Testament revela- 
tion. It is popular today in some circles to 
brush aside the Old Testament as irrelevant, as 
“sub-Christian,” and “woefully unscientific,” as 
“inaccurate and untrustworthy,” and by any 
number of other phrases which would detract 
from its truthfulness and its authority. 
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What does Paul say? From beginning to end 
of his letters there are constant references to 
the Old Testament. Not once does he question 
either its relevancy, its integrity or its authority. 
Listen: “Paul separated unto the gospel 
of God, which he had promised afore by his 
prophets in the holy sc riptures.” 


As one reads the messages from this man to 
whom God committed the content, meaning and 
full implications of the gospel one is inexorably 
confronted with that which is the central theme 
ef Christianity God’s redemption of indi- 
vidual sinners through faith in the person and 
work of His Son. 


What is the gospel? What is it that Paul 
believed and which he preached? Was it a sys- 
tem of ethics? Was it primarily a program for 
a better world? Was it aimed at the political, 
social and moral problems of his day? 


Paul was not ashamed of the gospel, even 
should he preach it amid the glamour and so- 
phistication of Rome. He faced his task with 
supreme confidence because it was not a man- 
made message which he had to proclaim. His 
assurance stemmed from the knowledge that 
the gospel is God’s power unto salvation to 
everyone who believeth. 


How desperately important it is for Chris- 
tians of each succeeding generation to stick close 
to the gospel which had power then and which 
has the same power today! How urgently should 
we examine our own hearts to see that the di- 
versions and changes of time do not becloud 
our thinking thereby making us look for some- 
thing new which is not God’s power unto sal- 
vation but a humanly contrived system of ethics, 
a form of godliness which denies the power of 


the gospel. 


To answer the questions asked above would 
require a volume. ‘Let the reader answer them 
by reading Paul’s letters, seeing there portrayed 
God’s only plan whereby men may be saved. 
The gospel which Paul preached and in which 
he had so much confidence is the gospel which 
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is completely supernatural in origin and action. 
It is the gospel which once and for all deflates 
human egotism and brings man to his knees in 
confession of sin and to his absolute dependence 
on God for mercy and forgiveness. 


Furthermore, it is the gospel which magnifies 
both the person and the work of the Son of 
God, the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul’s gospel does 
not consist of a schizophrenic theology which 
speaks in terms of words divorced from thei 
rightful meaning, nor does it lend itself to 
the vague existentialism of today which is con 
cerned with unreal concepts. All of which make 
the searching sinner cry out: “They have taken 
away my Lord and | know not where they have 
laid Him.” 


The apostle Paul had a transforming expert- 
ence with the living Christ; he was the recipient 
of a direct revelation of the content of the 
gospel itself, (Galatians 1:11,12); and he 
preached and wrote of a marvelous and trans- 
forming fact of history which, when believed 
by men, brought to their souls and lives the 
power of God unto salvation 


Does it not behoove us to search the Scrip- 
tures and find out what Paul believed and 
preached? While some seem to think that revela- 
tion and spiritual perception have progressed 
since his day there is little in the fruits of such 
a belief to commend it to the wary. 


Paul had every reason to have supreme con- 
fidence in the gospel which he preached. He 
knew from whence he had received it. He had 
experienced its transforming power in his own 
life. He knew it was the power of God unto 
salvation to all who would believe it. 


It is just that today. L.N.B. 





One Christian’s Concept 
of Government 


The writer was recently riding in the elevator 
of a hotel in the nation’s capital. Three other 
passengers were coming from the top-floor ban 
quet room where one of our most prominent 
Senators had just spoken to a convention to 
which they were delegates. These men were 
jubilant because in his address the illustrious 
Senator had promised his hearers to work for 
certain additional financial benefits from the 
federal government for the organization of which 
they were members. 





train of 
thoughts, seme of which we feel constrained to 
set down in this editorial. During the coming 
weeks all Americans will be confronted with 
the pleas of eager candidates, from the local 
to the national level, all competing for votes 
and support. 


This incident set in motion a 


In such a situation and in such an atmosphere 
Christians have a peculiar responsibility. Above 
all others the Christian should be a good citizen. 
To be such one must have an intelligent under- 
standing of the implications of government, of 
sound economics, and of the principles which 
must obtain if our nation is to fulfill its obliga- 
tions on a high plane. 


For twenty-five years we have seen much and 
heard more of a philosophy of government 
which has within it the seeds of national destruc- 
tion. We say this advisedly because we believe 
the economic advisers of the thirties and forties 
were men whose counsel, if followed to its 
logical conclusion, will lead to national ruin. 


There are basic laws of economics which can 
be violated only at terrible cost. There is no 
such thing as honestly “spending our way out 
of a depression.” “Government spending” is 
essentially a dishonest phrase. The only money 
the government has is that which comes from 
tax payers, unless it resorts to the ultimate in 
government financing — opening the flood-gates 
of printing-press money for which there is no 
adequate reserve. 

Not only has a generation been wilfully raised 
up which only too often feels that the govern- 
ment owes it a living but with this philosophy 
there has come its inevitable corrolary — get 
everything you can from the government. 


Such a philosophy breeds a political climate 
where office is bought by men who offer most 
to the largest number of individual and organ- 
ized pressure groups. National policies, instead 
of being studied on the plane of national in- 
terest, tend to descend to “planks” which prom- 
ise the most to selfish interests. 

These are harsh words but they need to be 
spoken. We all want representatives who will 
do the most for their respective constituencies, 
for there are many legitimate ways in which a 
member of Congress can rightly serve those who 
elected him to office. But, when public interest 
runs counter to purely local and often selfish 
advantage, it rarely has a chance because of 
anticipated political repercussions. 
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Another matter to which the Christian should 
give serious thought is the role of government 
in national life. No system is perfect but with 
all of its imperfections the system of govern- 
ment established by our founding fathers has 
brought the greatest good to the greatest pro- 
portion of its citizens of any government in the 
world. The basic concept of such government 
is that government is the referee, not the par- 
ticipant in business. This concept has been in- 
creasingly violated in recent decades until we 
now see the government competing at times with 
private enterprise and using the tax payers 
money for that purpose. 


How much better if government makes hon- 
est and fair rules and then sees that these rules 
are observed. None should be penalized and 
all should be given an equal chance. Good 
government makes good rules and honestly ad- 
ministers them. Poor government arrogates to 
itself the right to make the rules, play the game 
and penalize the individual all in one. 


Those who advocate more and more intrusion 
of government into business and private affairs 
cite the Post Office Department as an illustra- 
tion of successful socialism, or state ownership. 
We would venture this answer: Turn the Post 
Office Department over to private enterprise 
and we believe it would be run more efficiently 
and pay its way, which it is not doing now. 


The economic policies of the last quarter of 
a century have decreased the value of the Ameri- 
can dollar by half. At the same time our na- 
tional debt has become so great that there is no 
foreseeable way for it ever to be paid off. To 
put it bluntly, we have countenanced govern- 
mental fiscal policies which would have landed 
the leaders of private industry into jail. 


Should not a Christian demand of his gov- 
ernment those basic policies of fiscal honesty 
which are a part of the Christian code for per- 
sonal living? When we hear politicians prom- 
ising more governmental control and more gov- 
ernmental spending should not that be a warn- 
ing to turn elsewhere? Such promises, if kept, 
can but lead our nation further and further 
down the road to bankruptcy, both moral and 
financial. 


When all of this is said and done we are not 
for one minute intimating that our industrial- 
ized society does not present social and economic 
problems which did not exist one hundred years 
ago. What we are saying though is that such 
problems must be met by sound fiscal policies, 
not by politically expedient subterfuges which 
violate the very foundation principles of honest 
business practice. 


The writer has visited many foreign countries 
during the past ten years. Again and again 
we have been told that our foreign aid is, with- 
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out exception, being funneled through economic 
programs which are governmental and social- 
istic. We who have prided ourselves on our 
“free enterprise” are bolstering in every case 
the socialistic concept and practice abroad. That 
some of this spending abroad has_ been 
fantastically profligate has not commended our 
vaunted American intelligence in those areas. 
“Made work” is a poor substitute for honest 
endeavor. 


All of which leads us to this final thought: 
America cannot indefinitely continue on her 
present course without the gravest consequences 
for all concerned. Christians owe it to them- 
selves and to their country to state clearly for 
all to hear that above all we want honesty in 
government, not only in its administration but 
also in its program, both at home and abroad. 

Politicians have keen ears. They are sensitive 
to public opinion and to personal appeals. Let 
us pray for a new era when more than anything 
else those who guide the destiny of our nation 
shall put the national welfare first. 

This is asking a lot, but it is not asking too 
much. L.N.B. 





You Are Either a Missionary 
or Need One! 


By George S. Lauderdale 


Every person in the world has an interest 
in Christian missions: We either are mission- 
aries or we need to have them minister to us! 
A church should have a vital part in sending 
evangelists to the nations, and if they do not, 
misstonaries must come to them. Are you win- 
ning souls to Christ or does your soul need 
to be won to Him? According to one source, 
one hundred thousand persons die daily who 
have not heard the gospel, making it imperative 
that all who profess to know Christ be fishers 
ot men. 


Multitudes of church-goers have heard ser- 
mons from the Word of God since childhood 
regularly, but have never witnessed to their 
friends for Christ. God’s plan is that those 
who are taught instruct others in the things 
of the Spirit: it is wrong for redeemed men 
not to say so. In rebuke of silent hearers of 
eternal truths, God says, “For when for the 
time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that 
one teach you again which be the first prin- 
ciples of the oracles of God.” Hebrews 5:12. 

Your Honor 

seing a missionary of the Lord is a high 
privilege, 2 Corinthians 5:20 asserting that 
our status is that of ambassadors to the world 


from the court of the King of kings. The soul 
winner is the personal representative of the 
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Creator and Ruler of the universe! Rise to 
this rank which God freely offers you by His 
grace: “All things are of God, who hath recon- 
ciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation.” 2 
Corinthians 5:19. 


To be loved by God so much that He sends 
to us a man with a message for our good, is 
also an honor. Those countries are wonder- 
fully favored which contain Christian churches, 
and the witness of consecrated men, contrast- 
ing with the sad conditions of heathen areas. 
There is no shame in serving as a missionary 
and no shame to have an evangelist visit and 
invite us to know Jesus Christ; only if we hear 
the good news and do not respond are we 
guilty. If we say that we believe on the Saviour 
and are doing nothing to tell the world His 
story, then our shame is very great. 


Hate Spectator Christianity 


It is good to be on the sending rather than 
the receiving end of missionary endeavor, for 
then we are like Christ Who came not to be 
ministered unto but to minister. It is better 
to be an evangelist than to need one! Let 
us not take the valuable time of God's ser- 
vants who could be telling men in darkness how 
to be saved. Unless a preacher is leading his 
hearers to be witnesses, he should go to those 
who have not heard the gospel the first time. 


Workers are needed to train and encourage 
professing Christians to witness for Christ. Such 
workers are missionaries for their efforts result 
in the spread of the truth in all parts of the 
earth. Bible conferences are not an end in 
themselves, but those attending should learn 
how they can carry on the equivalent of a Bible 
conference in their own neighborhood. 


The Truth About Missions 


How easy it is to think that missionaries are 
only those who sail for foreign places! The 
deceiver Satan wants us to think that way, and 
he wants us to be so intent on the applause 
of men that we refuse to witness for Christ 
unless many are present, unless we are paid 
for so doing, or hold an ecclesiastical title, 
“Study to show thyself approved unto God.” 
2 Timothy 2:15. 


What is needed to carry on for Christ in 
the world? Physical equipment and many fol- 
lowers by no means head the list, but rather 
love for Christ and lost souls, a desire to keep 
humble and mindful of heaven. At every church 
service, the persons present should go seeking 
salvation for themselves or for others; all Chris- 
tians are co-laborers with the preacher. Get 
busy for the Lord today among the people who 
surround you; do not be embarrassed by hav- 
ing God send a missionary to you when you 
could be a missionary to others. 





Verbal Inspiration: Yesterday 
and Today 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Search the Scriptures 


Il. The Biblical Claims 


The inspiration of the Scriptures, bearing as it 
does on the truth and authority of the Word of 
God, is- of such obvious importance to Christianity 
that no elaborate justification is needed for dis- 
cussing the subject. Indeed, it is even pardonable 
to begin with some very elementary material. Not 
only pardonable, but in fact indispensable. No 
discussion of inspiration can contribute much of 
value without taking into account the elementary 
Scriptural data. These data must be kept in mind. 
Yet, unfortunately, a number of these details may 
have faded from our aging memories. More un- 
fortunately the younger generation, owing to the 
low standards of many seminaries, may never have 
learned the Scriptural data. Therefore I wish first 
of all to make some simple statements about the 
doctrine of inspiration as it was commonly ex- 
plained a hundred years ago. 
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It was in 1840 that Louis Gaussen published 
his famous little book Theopneustia. (Gaussen was 
a Swiss theologian who, like J. Gresham Machen 
in this century, was deposed from the ministry and 
driven out of the church because of his adherence 
to the truth of the Scriptures. And his book Theo- 
pneustia is a defense of inspiration. In it Gaussen 
amasses the astounding amount of material that 
the Scriptures have to say about themselves. And 
although that was a century ago, no one should 
approach the question of inspiration without a 
good knowledge of Gaussen’s work, or at least 
without a good knowledge of what the Bible has to 
say about itself. 


The effect is cumulative; and it is most unfor- 
tunate that instead of examining and determining 
the significance of a hundred references, we must 
this morning select only a few. 


For example, Gaussen notices the three times 
that Isaiah says, ‘““The mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it,” as well as other similar expressions 
in Isaiah. Gaussen calls attention to II Sam. 
23-1-2, “The Spirit of the Lord spake by me and 
his word was in my tongue.” Again, “In the 
second year of Darius came the word of the Lord 
by Haggai.” To Moses, God said, “I will be 
with thy mouth.”” And Acts 4:25 asserts, “Thou, 
Lord, hast said by the mouth of thy servant David.” 


The cumulative effect of several dozens of such 
verses is the conclusion that the prophets do not 
claim to speak on their own authority but that 
they testify that the Spirit gives them their mes- 
sage and makes them speak. 


One should note well that the Spirit-given mes- 
sage is not merely the general idea of the passage, 
but rather the very words. 


Deut. 18:18 “I will raise them up a prophet 
and I will put my words in his mouth 
and whosoever will not hearken unto 

my words which he shall speak in my name, I will 
require it of him.” 


Jer. 1:9 “Then Jehovah put forth his hand 
and touched my mouth; and Jehovah said unto 
me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.” 


There is time for only one more reference to 
show that the prophets claim to speak God’s words. 
Hear therefore the statement of our Lord him- 
self: “If ye believed Moses, ye would believe 
me; for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his 
writings, how shall ye believe my words.” (John 


5 :46-47). 


Once again | say, the effect is cumulative. One 
ought to read all of Gaussen’s references and to 
note carefully the significance of each. Only so 
will one have an adequate basis for the doctrine 
of inspiration, 


The last reference takes us one step further into 
this elementary material. Someone in ignorance 
might object that even though God gave the proph- 
ets his words and made them speak, the speaking 
has ceased these thousands of years, and we have 
only reports of the speeches. This question, con- 
cerning the relation of the spoken word to the 
written word, was answered by Christ in the last 
reference. Note carefully, our Lord says, ‘““Moses 
a wrote of me (and) if ye believe not his 
writings, how shall ye believe my words?” 


When the words that God gave his prophets are 
written, they become The Writings, i.e., the Scrip- 
tures. And it is the Scriptures, the Writings, that 
Jesus tells us to search for eternal life. In his 
temptation, Jesus repels Satan by saying, “It is 
written.” Also in John 6:45, 8:17, 12:14, 15:25, 
the phrase, “It is written” settles the points at 
issue. 

Permit me finally to refer to one more excep- 
tionally important passage. In John 10:34-35 
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Jesus is defending his claim to Deity. He quotes 
Psalm 82. Does he quote this Psalm because 
Psalm 82 is more inspired and more authoritative 
than any other passage in the Old Testament? 
Not at all. He says, “Is it not written in your 
law . . . and the Scripture cannot be broken.” 
Christ here has appealed to Psalm 82 because it 
is a part of the Scripture, and since all Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, this passage also 
is inspired, for the Scripture cannot be broken. 


Let me now repeat for the third time that the 
effect is cumulative. One should have in mind 
the hundreds of instances in which the Bible claims 
verbal inspiration. Now, to conclude this first 
section, this survey of elementary detail, I would 
like to ask a pointed question. If the prophets who 
spoke, if the authors who wrote, and if our Lord 
himself, are mistaken about verbal inspiration, if 
they are mistaken these hundreds of times, what 
assurance may anyone have with respect to the 
other things they said and wrote? Is there any 
reason to suppose that men who were so uniformly 
deceived as to the source of their message could 
have had any superior insight and accurate knowl- 
edge of man’s relation to God? Still more point- 
edly: Can anyone profess a personal attachment 
to Jesus Christ and consistently contradict his as- 
sertion that the Scriptures cannot be broken? 


II. The Dictation Objection. 


Since this elementary and abbreviated account 
of verbal inspiration has been based on a volume 
of a century ago, the next step, before bringing 
matters completely up to date, will be the examina- 
tion of a century old objection, 


The idea that God gave his words to the proph- 
ets seems to many liberals a mechanical and arti- 
ficial theory of revelation. God, they tell us, is 
not to be pictured as a boss dictating words to 
his stenographer. And further, the writings of 
the prophets show clearly the freedom and spon- 
taneity of personal individuality. Jeremiah’s style 
is not that of Isaiah, nor does John write like 
Paul. The words are obviously the words of 
John and Jeremiah, not of a boss dictating to sev- 
eral stenographers. The stenographers of one boss 
will turn out letters of the same literary style; 
they do not or should not correct his English. 
Now, therefore, if God dictated the words of the 
Bible, the personal differences could not be ac- 
counted for. From which it follows that the doc- 
trine of verbal inspiration is untrue. 


In answer to this objection, and to many other 
objections against various phases of Christianity, 
it is useful to note that the antagonists rather 
uniformly misrepresent the doctrines they attack. 
Accordingly, the first and indispensable step in 
making a reply is to show clearly what does and 
what does not belong to the doctrine of verbal 
inspiration. 


Now, let us keep certain facts clearly in mind. 
In the first place, the differences in style — and 
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they are so obvious that even a translation can- 
not obscure them — show decisively that the Bible 
was not dictated as a boss dictates to a stenographer. 
There have been indeed a few theologians who 
have used the idea of dictation. Whether they all 
meant dictation in the sense in which it occurs in 
a modern business office, or whether some of them 
meant it in the more general sense of a command 
and authoritative imposition, we need not discuss. 
What is chiefly to the point is that the great ma- 
jority of theologians who hold and have held to 
verbal inspiration never accepted the dictation 
theory. One could easily suppose that unbelievers 
found it easier to ridicule dictation than to under- 
stand and discuss verbal inspiration as it is actually 
taught by evangelical theologians. 


How, then, are the differences of style to be 
accounted for, and what does verbal inspiration 
mean? The answer to these questions, involving the 
relation between God and the prophets, takes us 
quickly away from the picture of a boss and a 
stenographer. 


When God wished to make a revelation, at the 
time of the exodus or of the captivity, he did not 
suddenly look around, as if caught unprepared, 
and wonder what man he could use for the pur- 
pose. We cannot suppose that he advertized for 
help, and when Moses and Jeremiah applied, God 
constrained them to speak his words. And yet this 
derogatory view underlies the objection to verbal 
inspiration. The relation between God and the 
prophet is totally unlike that between a boss and 
a stenographer. 


If we consider the omnipotence and wisdom of 
God, a very different representation emerges. The 
boss must take what he can get; he depends on 
the high school or business college to have taught 
her shorthand and typing. But God does not de- 
pend on any external agency. God is the Creator. 
He made Moses. And when God wanted Moses 
to speak for him, he said, ““Who hast made man’s 
mouth? Have not I, the Lord?” 


Verbal inspiration therefore must be understood 
in connection with the complete system of Christian 
doctrine. It may not be detached therefrom, and 
a fortiori it may not be framed in an alien view 
of God. Verbal inspiration is integral with the 
doctrines of providence and predestination. When 
the liberals surreptitiously deny predestination in 
picturing God as dictating to stenographers, they 
sO misrepresent verbal inspiration that their objec- 
tions do not apply to the Calvinistic viewpoint. The 
trouble is not, as the liberals think, that the boss 
controls the stenographer too completely; on the 
contrary, the analogy misses the mark because the 
boss hardly controls the stenographer at all. 


Put it this way. God from all eternity decreed 
to lead the Jews out of slavery by the hand of 
Moses. To this end he so controlled events that 
Moses was born at a given date, placed in the 
water to save him from an early death, found and 
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A nnuity Gifts to the Board of World Missions 
not only afford you a means of contributing 
substantially to the spreading of the Gospel, 
but also make a very sound investment for 
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adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter, given the best edu- 
cation possible, driven into the wilderness to learn 
patience, and in every way so prepared by heredity 
and environment that when the time came, Moses’ 
mentality and literary style were the instruments 
precisely fitted to speak God’s words. 


It is quite otherwise with dictation. A boss has 
little control over a stenographer except as to the 
words she types for him. He did not control her 
education. She may be totally uninterested in his 
business. They may have extremely little in com- 
mon. But between Moses and God there was an 
inner union, an identity of purpose, a cooperation 
of will, such that the words Moses wrote were 
God’s own words and Moses’ own words at the 
same time. 


Thus when we see God’s pervading presence and 
providence in history and in the life of his servants, 
we recognize that business office dictation does not 
do justice to the Scriptures. The Holy Spirit dwelt 
within these men and taught them what to write. 
God determined what the personality and style 
of each author was to be, and he determined it 
for the purpose of expressing his message, his 
words. The words of Scripture, therefore, are 
the very words of God. 


III. Contemporary Theories 


Inadequate though this elementary exposition and 
defense of verbal inspiration has been, a little time 
must be reserved for a third and last section on the 
contemporary state of affairs. With the decline of 
Ritschlian liberalism and the rise of existentialism, 
neo-orthodoxy, and logical positivism, the point of 
attack has shifted. It is no longer a question whether 
the words of the Bible are the words of God or 
merely the fallible words of a man; today a more 
sweeping cbjection is made on the basis of a theory 
of language. Philosophers have become interested 
in semantics, and some of their views would so 
alter the significance of words that with all the 
verbal inspiration imaginable, the Bible would be 
emptied of its Christian meaning. According to 
various writers either all language is metaphorical 
and symbolic or at least all religious language is. 
No religious statement should ever be taken liter- 
ally. For example, John Mackintosh Shaw, profes- 
sor of the Systematic Theology in Queen’s College, 
Ontario, refers to the terms ransom, justification, 
propitiation, expiation, and reconciliation as meta- 
phors or figures of speech (Christian Doctrine, 
p. 207). From this sort of view it may and has 
been concluded that divine revelation cannot be a 
communication of truth. 


That religious language cannot be true literally 
has been supported by the following arguments. 
One author gives the illustration of a very ordinary 
preacher preaching a very ordinary sermon. But 
though trite and dull this sermon or a sentence in 
this sermon becomes a vital message to someone in 
the congregation. The person’s life is changed. Yet 
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the changed life could not be the result of the 
literal meaning of an undistinguished sentence. The 
words must have conveyed a religious content quite 
beyond any literal meaning. This religious content, 
so the argument concludes, is the meaning, the 
metaphorical, symbolic, or religious meaning of the 
words; and if perchance the words had any literal 
meaning at all, it would be quite beside the point. 


Although this argument is found in a scholarly 
journal published by the National Council of 
Churches, its faulty analysis and its failure to 
prove that religious language cannot be literal are 
w obvious that no time will be wasted explaining 
it. 

Another author who holds that all religious terms 
are metaphorical or symbolic, sketches a religious 
epistemology that is based on images. God, he says, 
always—and note the always—God always speaks 
to man through images; and “religious experience 
is a process of being hit by such images.” This 
process, which may be called a sort of mental 
idolatry, is then assimilated to art and mythology. 
The specification of myth as the form of religious 
writing is of course a prominent contemporary 
theme. 


But if religious content cannot be literally spoken, 
and must be expressed in the pictorial language of 
myth, some explanation is required as the choice 
of myths. One group of people choose Greek 
mythology and another group choose Christian 
mythology. Doubtless such choices are often made 
unreflectively under the influence of society. But 
there comes a time for thought; there comes a time 
of conflict between two religions; and a person is 
asked to choose deliberately. Does it then make 
no difference? If neither myth is true literally, if 
both are equally symbolic, is not the one as satis- 
factory as the other? 


Now, Greek mythology is such an unlikely choice 
today that the author last referred to, convinced 
as he probably is that modern times are superior to 
ancient, asserts the possibility of making a rational 
choice among myths on the basis of their adequacy 
to explain the facts of existence as we confront them 
in daily life and action. 


It seems to me, however, that neither this nor 
any other attempt to justify a choice among myths 
can be successful. If myths were literal truths, one 
might be more adequate than another. The Greek 
myth of Zeus’ method of producing rain might be 
considered more adequate or less adequate, than 
the myth about the windows of heaven, attributed 
to the Hebrews. But if these stories are both 
mythological and symbolic, simply symbolic of the 
literal fact that it rains, it is hard to judge what 
adequacy might require. A literal statement from 
Aristophanes’ Clouds might explain, but a myth 
explains nothing. Furthermore, if the language is 
symbolic, it seems clear that one symbol, before 
historic events have fixed its meaning, is as good 
as another. Today the swastika symbolizes Na- 
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tional Socialism, and the hammer and sickle, Com- 
munism; but at the start there was no reason why 
the communists could not have chosen the swastika 
and Hitler the hammer and sickle. To push this 
preliminary criticism one step further, we might 
ask the question, What is a religious symbol the 
symbol of? The cross no doubt is the symbol of 
Christ’s crucifixion; but can the crucifixion itself 
be a symbol or metaphor of anything? The prima 
facie meaning of statements about the crucifixion 
is literal. And if someone says that religious lan- 
guage cannot be literal, there appears to be no 
rational method of determining what the crucifixion 
is symbolic of. Is it pessimistically symbolic of an 
inherently unjust universe or is it symbolic of the 
love of God? On what grounds could one decide, 
if nothing in the account can be taken literally? 
But suppose now that someone decides without 
rational grounds, 


Suppose that the crucifixion, although it never 
occurred literally, were said to be symbolic of God’s 
love. Then we must ask, is it a literal truth that 
God loves men, or is this symbolic too. Obviously 
this must be symbolic too, if all language is sym- 
bolic. And what is God’s love symbolic of? No 
doubt it is symbolic of another symbol— that is 
symbolic of another — ad infinitum. 


Although doubtless we are chiefly interested in 
the effect of modern semantics on the literal mean- 
ing of the Bible, it would be a mistake to suppose 
that the Christian ministry should not concern 
itself with the several secular theories from which 
the religious implications derive. Although a de- 
tailed analysis of these philosophies cannot possibly 
be undertaken here, one fundamental aspect of 
them ought not to be passed by in silence. I refer 
to the status of logic in these philosophies, and in 
particular to the law of contradiction. Although 
academic logic may seem somewhat distant from 
mythology and religious metaphor, the main mat- 
ter of verbal inspiration and its immediate effect 
on Christian work is only thinly veiled by the 
professorial terminology. 


Just this spring I received a letter from the mis- 
sion field in which my correspondent lamented the 
fact that so many of his associates who were en- 
gaged in translating the Bible had accepted or were 
deeply influenced by contemporary linguistic rela- 
tivism. Now, it seems to me that the best way to 
handle this philosophy is to show what it does with 
the law of contradiction. 


This philosophy of analysis, as it is sometimes 
called, not only repudiates divine revelation, but 
all metaphysics as well. In particular it denies any 
innate or a priori forms of the mind, traditionally 
regarded as necessarily true. Logic and mathe- 
matics are explained as linguistic conventions that 
have been arbitrarily selected. Past history exem- 
plifies different selections. The logic of White- 
head and Russell is one and the logic of Aristotle 
is another. And to quote A. J. Ayer, “It is per- 


SEPTEMBER 12, 1956 


fectly conceivable that we should have employed 
different linguistic conventions from those which 
we actually do employ.” 


Positivistic, humanistic, or atheistic as this phil- 
osophy is, it apparently attracts Biblical trans- 
lators and even teachers in American Bible schools. 
Last September an instructor in one of the well 
respected Bible Colleges published an article in 
which, along with what seemed to be a mechanistic 
theory of sensation, he rejected Aristotelian logic 
as an unwarranted, unnatural verbalization and 
accepted at least some of Dewey’s instrumentalism. 
This sort of thing is seen also, though perhaps in 
a less conscious form and to varying degrees, in 
the pietistic deprecation of a so-called human logic 
as opposed to some unknowable divine logic. 


In defense of so-called human logic, in defense 
of the literal meaning of words, and therefore in 
defense of verbal inspiration, I wish to challenge 
the opposing viewpoint to face the argument and 
answer unambiguously. I wish to challenge them 
to state their own theory without making use of 
the law of contradiction. 


If logical principles are arbitrary, and if it is 
conceivable to employ different linguistic conven- 
tions, these writers should be able to invent and to 
abide by some different convention. Now, the 
Aristotelian logic and in particular the law of con- 
tradiction requires that a given word must not only 
mean something, it must also not mean something. 
The term dog must mean dog, but it must not 
mean mountain; and mountain must not mean 
metaphor. Each term must refer to something 
definite and at the same time there must be some 
objects to which it does not refer. The term 
metaphorical cannot mean literal, nor can it mean 
canine or mountainous. Suppose the word moun- 
tain meant metaphor, and dog, and Bible, and the 
United States. Clearly, if a word meant every- 
thing, it would mean nothing. If, now, the law 
of contradiction is an arbitrary convention, and 
if our linguistic theorists choose some other con- 
vention, I challenge them to write a book in con- 
formity with their principles. As a matter of fact 
it will not be hard for them to do so. Nothing 
more is necessary than to write the word metaphor 
sixty thousand times. Metaphor metaphor meta- 
phor metaphor. 


This means the dog ran up the mountain, for 
the word metaphor means dog, ran and mountain. 
Unfortunately the sentence “metaphor metaphor 
metaphor’ also means, Next Christmas is Thanks- 
giving, for the word metaphor has these meanings 
as well. 


The point should be clear. One cannot write 
a book or speak a sentence without using the law 
of contradiction. Logic therefore is not an arbi- 
trary convention that may be discarded at will. 
And all pious talk about our fallible human logic, 
as well as all modern metaphorical theories of 
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religious language make verbal revelation impos- 
sible. But, fortunately, these theories make them- 
selves impossible as well. 

Therefore the orthodox Christian may well con- 
clude, in my opinion that verbal inspiration has 
no objections to fear. The older objections were 
successfully met a century ago. The more recent 


objections are still easier to dispose of. But though 
from an intellectual or academic standpoint we 
have no objections to fear, so one-sided is the 
propaganda imposed on students in universities and 
seminaries that there is a great need to make the 
Calvinistic position universally known and widely 
understood. 





Born of the Virgin Mary 


By Floyd E. Hamilton 
Centreville, Ala. 


“And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.” 
Luke 1:37. 


In our previous discussions of the issue of 
Modernism and Evangelicalism it was pointed 
out that there is, first a difference regarding 
the inspiration of the Bible. The Holy Spirit 
so guided and controlled the writers of the Old 
and New Testaments that what they wrote was 
true and was the truth God wanted his people 
to have. Modernists do not accept this teach- 
ing. The Bible teaches that man was created 
in the image of God in knowledge and holiness. 
Most Modernists think that man was evolved 
from the higher animals. The Bible teaches 
that man fell and is dead in trespasses and sins 
until the Holy Spirit regenerates him. Mod- 
ernists regard man as needing no new birth 
or radical change. The Bible teaches that be- 
lief in Christ is the only way of salvation. Mod- 
ernists hold that there are many ways to God 
and that man can save himself if he needs 
any saving. The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ 
is both God and man different in quality from 
any man that ever lived. The Modernist re- 
gards Christ as the best man that ever lived 
but not as the very God of very God as the 
Bible teaches. 


Dr. J]. Gresham Machen the great champion of 
orthodoxy told of meeting a leading layman 
on the train and having a discussion with him 
about these issues of Modernism and Evangelli- 
calism. The layman said in effect, “You will 
have difficulty making all the other points of 
difference between Modernism and Evangeli- 
calism plain to the average layman, but when 
you are talking about the Virgin Birth of 
Christ, any one can understand the difference 
between the two points of view.” 


You see the issue on this point is clearly 
drawn. So clearly drawn that there can be 
no possible way of covering up the issue. Either 
Christ was born of the Virgin Mary or he must 
have been born of two human parents. There 
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is no middle ground and no way of glossing 
over the differences on this point. 


The Bible is perfectly plain on this point. It 
was clearly prophesied in Isaiah 7:14, “A virgin 
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel” (God with us). The 
word Almah translated “virgin” is translated 
“young woman” by the new Standard Revised 
Version, in spite of the fact that the word al- 
most universally means “virgin,” though of 
course every virgin was a young woman. The 
fact that the New Testament translates this 
word by “parthenos,” “virgin” should be con- 
clusive as to the correct rendering of the word. 
A virgin is a young woman who has never been 
married and who is assumed to be morally pure. 
When the Bible uses the term of Mary, it is 
an assertion that she had never been guilty of 
immorality. 


The Modernists almost universally reject the 
doctrine of the Virgin Birth of Christ, and of 
course hold that Jesus was only a man, not 
the God-Man that the Bible declares him to 
have been. Now it is important to understand 
that the reason for the denial of the Virgin 
Birth is not because the textual evidence for 
it is weak or inconclusive. Sometimes Modern- 
ists try to discount the doctrine by saying that 
it is mentioned in only two Gospels, and not 
in Mark or John or Paul. In reply let us note 
that Mark begins his Gospel with the story of 
John the Baptist at the beginning of the public 
ministry of Jesus Christ, and makes no pretense 
of telling about either the birth or the child- 
hood of Jesus. The fact that he does not men- 
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tion the Virgin Birth is not important since he 
began the history of Jesus when he was 30 years 
old. John mee begins his history with the pub- 
lic ministry of Jesus, but the fact that John 
asserts that Jesus was the Word and the Word 
was God shows that he believed in the incarna- 
tion of our Lord. Paul repeatedly asserts the 
doctrine of the Deity of Christ, and though he 
does not specifically mention the Virgin Birth 
of Christ, that fact is in no way significant since 
he does not discuss the birth of Jesus Christ 
at all. There was no reason for Paul to men- 
tion the Virgin Birth since that subject never 
was under discussion. 


The direct evidence for the Virgin Birth is 
as strong as evidence could be. Remember that 
Mary herself claimed that the doctrine was true. 
Joseph to whom she was betrothed at first 
thought that she had committed fornication, 
until the angel proved to him that the Holy 
Spirit was responsible for the conception. Re- 
member that there never was a single indica- 
tion anywhere of any contrary account of the 
birth of Jesus. The account of the birth of 
Jesus from the Virgin Mary is the only account 
of his birth. 


Those who disbelieve this doctrine are faced 
with a dilemma. It is not merely believing 
or disbelieving the doctrine of the Virgin Birth. 
If this doctrine be rejected some other belief 
must take its place. The only possible alterna- 
tive is that Jesus had a human father. But here 
we are faced with the fact that Joseph, while 
he became the legal father by taking Mary as 
his wife before the birth of Jesus, nevertheless 
married her only because he was convinced that 
there was no other human father, and he knew 
that he himself was not the father. Had he 
had the slightest doubt of Mary at that time 
he would not have married her, for we are told 
that he was greatly troubled about it and was 
ready to put her away privately, when he had 
the vision of the angel in a dream telling him 
to take Mary as his wife, since she had not com- 
mitted fornication. We might suppose that 
Joseph might question his own dream, but the 
dream-commanding him to take the family to 
Egypt because Herod was seeking the life of 
Jesus proved to be true, and this confirmed in 
Joseph’s mind the previous dream about the 
conception from the Holy Spirit. All the events 
surrounding the birth of Jesus likewise con- 
firmed Joseph in believing in the reality of the 
angel’s statement that Mary had conceived by 
the Holy Spirit. 


We might have difficulty believing the doc- 
trine of the Virgin Birth if it were concerning 
anyone else than the Jesus Christ of the Gos- 
pels. The doctrine becomes believable only 
because it concerns the divine human person 
who is pictured to us in the Gospel records. 
If the doctrine concerned an ordinary person 
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we could not accept it as true, but it did not 
concern an ordinary person. It concerned the 
supernatural person Jesus Christ, who healed 
the sick, who raised the dead, who fed the five 
thousand men, who walked on the water, and 
commanded the wind and the waves to be still 
and they obeyed him. 


It concerned the one who cleansed the lepers, 
made the blind to see and the lame to walk. 
It concerned the person who healed the man 
with the withered arm, and raised the daughter 
of Jairus. It concerned the person who raised 
Lazurus from the dead and who Himself rose 
from the dead on the third day and who forty 
days later ascended into heaven. When we are 
told that such a person was born of a Virgin, 
the account becomes believable, when it would 
not be believable regarding an ordinary man. 


Some people say that we do not need the 
doctrine of the Virgin Birth in order to believe 
in the incarnation of our Lord. Possibly that 
might be true had we no account of his birth. 
But we do have an honest, reliable account 
which bears all the marks of genuineness. In 
the setting of the accounts of the life of Christ 
found in the Gospels, the doctrine of the Virgin 
Birth of Christ becomes natural and believable. 


It is not by accident then that the only ones 
who deny the Virgin Birth of Christ are those 
who deny His Deity. If Jesus Christ had been 
only a man, then of course he could not have 
had a supernatural birth, no matter how con- 
vincing the evidence for such a birth might be. 
Denial of the true Deity of Christ then of 
necessity carries with it the denial of the Virgin 
Birth, for he could not be just a man if he 
was born of a Virgin, conceived by the Holy 
Spirit. The Modernists who regard Jesus as 
only a man, therefore, to a man deny the doc- 
trine of the Virgin Birth, not because the evi- 
dence is weak for the Virgin Birth, but because, 
were it true, they would be forced to recognize 
that Jesus was more than a man. 


That is why this doctrine of the Virgin Birth 
of Christ becomes such an excellent touchstone 
about theological beliefs. If a person believes 
the Bible accounts of his birth, he will prob- 
ably be found to accept all the other doctrines 
of Evangelical Christianity. On the other hand, 
if a person rejects this doctrine, it is a safe as- 
sumption that he is a Modernist regarding other 
doctrines as well. 


Praise God, our salvation is sure because we 
have a supernatural Saviour, able to save to 
the uttermost those who put their trust in Him. 
Is he your Saviour? 
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ANGLERS 


By WADE C. SMITH 
Lesson No. 156 


Every CHyurcH MEMBER A SOUL WINNER! 


That may sound like spiritual “Utopia,” but 
as a matter of fact it is a perfectly reasonable 
statement. It denotes normal Christianity. Any- 
thing less is sub-normal. It is an inspiring goal 
to work for, and in striving for it spiritual 
growth and power will result. 


‘é 


For the actual beginning of the “Every Mem- 
ber Evangelistic Effort” several ways have been 
suggested. One is the beginning by groups, as 
described in lessons 152 to 154. Another is to 
call the congregation together, after the way 
has been prepared by prayer on the part of 
Pastor and Session, and appropriate sermons 
have been preached, for the purpose of enlist- 
ing those who are willing to join in the study 
of Personal Evangelism and to practice it as 
the way is made clear. 


In making the call, let it be understood that 
coming to the meeting will not be regarded as 
a pledge, but a willingness “‘to be exposed” to 
an idea, and with a prayer that God’s will may 
prevail. Even a very timid church member can 
take this first step. 


It would be well to begin with a week or 
ten days’ intensive study. That is, meet daily 
for a certain period. 


The plan which has proved most practicable 
for both men and women in a downtown 
church is to have a noon luncheon — a very 
brief lunch, just sufficient to tide over to the 
evening meal — where the Pastor will lead in a 
forty minute discussion of how to do Personal 
Work. Fifteen minutes should be sufficient time 
for eating. Let the clearing away of the dishes 
be delayed until the meeting is over. Where 
the lunch is served by the women, as is so often 
the case, it is desirable that those women also 
may have the benefit of the discussion. 


The whole meeting lasting only 55 minutes 
gives time afterwards for the care of the dishes, 
etc. The strictly observed time for beginning 
and stopping will also be additional inducement 
for business men and women to attend. Rotary, 
Kiwanis and other civic club luncheons have 
been popularized by this strict adherence to 
the one-hour limit. Business members know 
they will not be kept longer than the allotted 
lunch hour. It is surprising how much can be 
accomplished in that short time when prepara- 
tion is made so that the program may move off 
with promptness and proceed with no waste 
of time. 


PAGE 12 








If the women’s circles are handling the daily 
luncheons, each unit should be ambitious to 
have lunch ready on the minute for beginning, 
the table all set and everything placed, even the 
pie if a dessert is had, and nothing to add but 
pouring the coffee. Service like this will make 
15 minutes ample time for eating, including 
the start with an inspiring verse of song and a 
none too hurried grace. 


If the church is in a residential district, and 
far from business, the hour for meeting may be 
better fixed at a supper-lunch time, or for an 
evening hour. 


Note the term “lunch” is used here advisedly. 
It is no time for a social feast or an elaborate 
meal. The object for the meeting is for busi- 
ness — big business, and the eating is an ex- 
pedient. It is the means and not the end. No 
one is harmed by letting one of the three daily 
meals be a “light repast.” Doubtless it will be 
beneficial, for as a rule, we eat too much. 


This is the proven best way to make it pos- 
sible for all members to meet at one time and 
place. And I believe it will be discovered that 
a church can by this means institute an all-year- 
round revival which will be far more fruitful 
than the “annual series of meetings” requiring 
the services of a visiting evangelist — be he 
ever so good. But it will take prayer and per- 
sonal sacrifice. 


(Next lesson will show the A.B.C. institution 
of the plan.) 





Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, September 23, Hebrews 12:1-7. The 
“cloud of witnesses’ of verse one consists of 
the Old Testament men of faith mentioned in 
chapter eleven. What advantage does the Chris- 
tian have over these Old Testament heroes (Cf. 
11:39, 12:2)? In the race he is to run (v.1), 
where are the eyes of the Christian to be cen- 
tered (vv.2-3) ? What is his attitude to be toward 
sin (vv.1,4)? What is the purpose of chastening 
in his experience (vv.5-11)? How has Christ 
been the forerunner in this chastening experi- 
ence (vv.2-3) ? How can the witness of the saints 
of 11:32-38 be an encouragement in time of 
adversity? Do you find that you spend most of 
your Christian life standing still, or do you 
think of your Christian experience as a course 
to be run? In times of discouragement do you 
focus your eyes upon Christ and the lives of 
men of faith who have gone before? 
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Monday, September 24, Hebrews 2:9-18. In 
this passage you can see again something of 
the wonder and glory of your salvation. Do 
your best to comprehend the facts about Christ 
mentioned in 2:10 and 1:2-4. Where else in 
the Bible are similar statements made about 
Jesus? Now read vv.9-18 and list the things 
Christ has done and is doing for you. If Christ 
has tasted Death for you (v.9) and broken the 
power of him who controls death (v.14), what 
attitude can you have toward the grave? How 
is Christ able to help you in times of tempta- 
tion (v.18)? Even though Jesus is now crowned 
with honors (v.9), He still intercedes before 
the throne of God in your behalf (v.17). Give 
praise to God the Son for who He is and what 
He has done for you. 

Tuesday, September 25, Psalm 107:17-22. The 
children of Israel, scattered by exile, have now 
been gathered together by God (vv.2-3). Read 
vv.4-32 and list the afflictions they had experi- 
enced. What was the cause of their condition 
(vv.11,17) ? What did they do in their predica- 
ment (vv.6a,13a,19a,28a) ? Observe how readily 
the Lord responded to their cries (vv.6b,13b, 
19b,28b). Study each answer to prayer and no- 
tice how completely God met the need of each 
cry (vv.4-9,10-16,17-22,23-32). What should be 
the response of the petitioner to such answers 
to prayer (vv.1,8,15,21,31-32)? Do you believe 

God can thus meet the needs of your heart? Do 
you know what it is to have specific answers 
to prayer? 

Wednesday, September 26, Philippians 4:8-13. 
It is possible that Paul learned the lessons of 
vv.11-13 in Acts 23-24. For years he had yearned 
to preach the Gospel in Rome and in the 
mission fields beyond Rome (Romans 15:23-24). 
After a brief visit to Jerusalem, Paul expected 
to continue on to Rome (Romans 15:25-28; 
Acts 19:21; 23:11), but instead he was forced 
to spend two years in jail (Acts 24:27). What 
was Paul’s crime (Acts 24:24-27)? With the 
compulsion to move on to other mission fields, 
how must Paul have been tempted to feel while 
in jail? What lessons must he have learned? 
What verses in Philippians 4:8-13 particularly 
speak to you when you face delay or closed 
doors in the performing of a task close to your 
heart? 


Thursday, September 27, II Timothy 1:1-10. 
Paul writes to Timothy, his son in the Spirit, 
much as he would a son in the flesh (vv.1-2). 
Paul prays constantly for Timothy (v.3). He 
expresses his love for him (v.4). He expresses 
appreciation for what Timothy is (v.5). He 
admonishes him in regard to his weaknesses 
(vv.6-7). He exhorts him to a bold witness 
(v.8). Paul sets an example for Timothy to 
follow (vv. 11-12). He reminds Timothy of 
what he has taught him (v.13). Is Paul out of 
order in any of the advice he gives Timothy? 
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Does he give it in a Christian spirit? Would 
Paul make a good father? What do you find 
in this passage that should make you a better 
parent? Are you a spiritual as well as a physical 
parent to your child? 

Friday, September 28, John 11:20-27. Mary 


and Martha have just experienced the death of 


their only brother (vv.11-14). What is the an- 
swer to the Jews’ question of v.37? Were Mary 
and Martha right in their feeling on this sub- 
ject (vv.21,32)? Did Jesus know about Lazarus’ 
sickness before he died (v.3)? Have you ever 
gone through a time when you really needed 
the Lord and He did not respond to your cries 
for help? Study vv.5-6. Notice especially the 
“therefore” of v.6 (‘‘so” - R.S.V.). Why did not 
Jesus respond to their plea according to these 
verses? Can you find comfort from this truth 
in time of need? What lessons do you think 
Jesus was trying to teach Mary and Martha 
(vv.17-27,38-44) ? Are you willing to let God 
direct a events of your life in whatever way 
He will, that others may profit (vv.14,45), and 
He may be glorified (v.4) ? 

Saturday, September 29, Psalm 71:17-24. Many 
folk who are approaching old age are faced with 
the fear that they will be forsaken by family 
and friends and left alone. What is the Psalm- 
ist’s concern in v.9? To whom is he talking in 
this verse? Observe what this Psalm tells us 
about the author that would lead us to believe 
that his prayer of verse 9 for the reality of God’s 
fellowship will be answered. Does he expect to 
spend his old age in idleness (v.18)? Is he wait- 
ing until he is old before he puts his trust in 
the Lord (vv.5-6,17) ? What is the one desire of 
his life (vv.14-16)? How real have his experi- 
ences with the Lord been (vv.1-4,19-24) ? Can 
you find a message for your life in one of the 
following verses (Ecl. 12:1; Isaiah 46:4; 
Proverbs 16:31; Titus 2:2) ? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 23 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Kingdom Triumphant 


Background Scripture: Matthew 6:4-13; Revelation 7:9-17; 11:15-19a 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 91:1-9 


When we think of 


“the secret place of the Most High” and “The shadow of the 
we realize that the Kingdom of God is a Triumphant Kingdom. 


Almighty,” 


To dwell and abide there is to 


feel safe and secure, no matter how troubled the world is, or how strongly we are tempted to 


be afraid. 


Psalm 91 has been a comfort to many of the people of 


God in dangerous days. I 


talked to a soldier once who said that it had sustained him on the battlefield amid all the dangers 


and horrors which surrounded him. It does our 
souls good to meditate upon the Almighty God 
Who can hide us from all the enemies that 
may threaten us. We are the children of the 
King, the Most High, and citizens of a King- 
dom which can never be shaken, an Eternal 
and Triumphant Kingdom. In the throne room, 
the secret place, we can quietly rest even when 
the world is in convulsions and shaking like 
a leaf in a fearful storm. A man was relating 
his experience while going through a great man- 
ufacturing plant with its deafening roar of ma- 
chinery. He was finally taken to the “Quiet 
Room,” the place where all the power to run 
the plant was generated. 


Amid all the noise and confusion of our 
world today we can “be still and know that I 
am God.” It is a wonderful experience to visit 
the “Quiet Room” of this universe, the secret 
place of the Most High, and the shadow of the 
Almighty. 


I wish to divide our Lesson very simply into 
(1) The Prayer, and (2) The Answer; the 
Prayer in Matthew, and the Answer in Revela- 
tion. 


I. The Prayer: “Thy Kingdom Come”: 
Matthew 6:4-13. 

Jesus had been speaking of prayer, and that 
His Father, seeing in secret, would reward us 
openly. He then gives The Lord’s Prayer as 
a sample of how we should pray. In this prayer 
we have the petition, Thy Kingdom Come. Our 
Shorter Catechism sums up the meaning of this 
petition as follows: “In the second petition, 
which is, Thy Kingdom Come, we pray that 
Satan’s kingdom may be destroyed, and that 
the kingdom of grace may be advanced, our- 
selves and others brought into it, and kept in 
it, and that the kingdom of glory may be has- 
tened.” 


There is a battle to fight. Satan’s kingdom 
is strong. He is the god of this world, and he 
exercises a great deal of power. The “strong 
man” has been bound, however. Christ came 


PAGE 14 





to destroy the works of the devil. 
his worst while Christ was here, but he has 
been defeated. He knows that his time is short. 
The Church is now a “Militant Church.” We 
sing, Onward, Christian Soldiers, and the Son 
of God goes forth to war, A kingly crown to 
gain. The weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty to the pulling down of 
strongholds. We are fighting, not against flesh 
and blood, but against mighty spiritual enemies. 
We must put on the whole armor of God. 


Satan did 


The kingdom of grace is to be advanced. We 
are to go into all the world heralding the good 
tidings, beseeching men to be reconciled to 
God, saying, Today is the accepted time, Today 
is the day of salvation. It is our duty and privi- 
lege to invite all to come; to go out into the 


highways and hedges and compel them to come 
in. 


The Kingdom of Glory will arrive when all 
the kingdoms of this world become the King- 
dom of our Lord and of His Christ. The 
Crowning Day is coming By and By, when we 
shall Bring forth the royal diadem and Crown 
Him Lord of all. On His head shall be many 
crowns, or Diadems. It is most fitting that our 
Confession of Faith should close with these 
words from Revelation: “Come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly. Amen.” 


Il. The Answer: Revelation 7:9-17; 11:15-19a. 


The first part of chapter seven, verses 1-8, 
give the Sealing of the 144,000 of God’s servants. 
I wish to state briefly the most satisfying (to 
my own mind) interpretation of this rather 
mysterious and highly symbolic passage. It is 
given by Dr. Lenski in his splendid Interpreta- 
tion of Revelation. According to this view this 
144,000 represents the whole Old and New Tes- 
tament Church — All of God’s redeemed peo- 
ple. They belong to Him. They are sealed; 
therefore safe. Not one is lost. The second part 
of the chapter, which is our lesson, reveals to 
us the fact that the 144,000 is in reality a vast 
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multitude whom no man can number. The two 
parts represent the Church of all ages, Sealed 
and Glorified. Our study today is about this 
Glorified, Triumphant Church. There are 
wonderful truths revealed to us in these two 
pictures. 


1. The saved people — the Church — the 
Triumphant Kingdom — is to be composed of 
a great multitude of people whom no man can 
number. The disciples asked Jesus, Are there 
few that be saved? (Luke 13:28). He said to 
them, Strive to enter in at the strait gate; for 
many, I say unto you, shall seek to enter in, 
and shall not be able. In other words, Jesus 
warned them, Be sure you are saved. We find 
this question answered for us in the “Great 
Multitude.” Isaiah said, He shall see of the 
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied. I am 
sure that only a vast multitude could satisfy 
the Suffering Servant and Saviour for all the 
agony of the Garden and the Cross. When we 
think of the great number of infants dying in 
infancy, and of the saved of all ages since the 
Fall and up to the Second Coming of Christ 
we are sure that this “Great Multitude” is no 
overstatement. 


2. This multitude is made up of people 


from “all nations and kindreds and people and 
tongues.” Jew and Gentile, black and white and 
brown and yellow, from Asia and Africa, Eu- 
rope and America, and the Islands of the sea. 
Jesus said, They shall come from the East and 
West, the North and South and shall sit down 
with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the King- 
dom of God. 


3. They will be clothed with white robes, 
symbol of righteousness, with palms in their 
hands, a sign of rejoicing, and they will shout 
and sing one of the great Doxologies so num- 
erous in this Book; Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 


4. All the angels and elders and living crea- 
tures fall on their faces in worship as they sing 
another Doxology. 


5. Now comes the interesting question, What 
are these which are arrayed in white robes? and 
whence ‘came they? Who are these holy and 
happy ones? and how did they get to this place 
of honor and glory? 


6. The answer is even more interesting than 
the question. There are two parts to it. First, 
these people came out of great tribulation. Some 
have thought that this refers to a special time 
of “tribulation,” and it may do so, but the truth 
remains that all of God’s people, or a great 
many of them, have been sufferers. Some have 
suffered persecution and martyrdom; others have 
been poor and have had trials and aches and 
pains; ali have sorrowed over their sins and 
the death of loved ones. “Great tribulation” is 
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the mark of “Great Saints.” We are not carried 
to the skies on flowery beds of ease. Jesus spoke 
of a “cross.” Must Jesus bear the cross alone, 
and all the world go free? In the second place, 
these saints have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. There 
are some who stumble over, and even sneer at 
the precious blood of Christ. They would reach 
heaven by their good works, or good character. 
I, for one, expect to go home by the way of 
the cross and the precious blood of the Lamb. 
I know of no other way. It is His robe of 
righteousness that I shall wear, for it will be 
washed in His blood. He has loosed us from 
our sins in His blood. Therefore are they be- 
fore the throne. No one can stand there ex- 
cept those who have been cleansed in His blood. 


7. There are some lessons about the condi- 
tion of these saved ones as we see them in these 
verses. (1) Heaven will be a place of glorious 
Service. They will be serving Him day and night 
in His temple. We will have blessed work to 
do. No one is happy who has nothing to do. 
They are supremely happy who have something 
to do that they love to do. This will be the case 
in heaven. (2) It will be a place of Perfect 
Fellowship. God will spread His tabernacle over 
them. There will be fellowship with God, with 
Christ, with our loved ones, with all the great 
saints of all time. (3) A place of Utmost Sat- 
isfaction : hunger no more, thirst no more. 
The Good Shepherd shall lead them. This is 
a picture of Ideal conditions. It will be eternal 
satisfaction, for the eternal water of life will 
be ours. In Pilgrim’s Progress when Christian 
read of the glories of the Celestial City his heart 
was “ravished” with delight and longing. So 
with us! “There is a land of pure delight, Where 
saints immortal reign; Infinite day excludes the 
night, And pleasures banish pain. There ever- 
lasting spring abides, And never-with’ring flow- 
ers; Death, like a narrow sea, divides This 
heav’nly land from ours. I want to go there; 
don’t you? 


8. The picture in 11:15-19 emphasizes the 
truth of the Triumphant Kingdom. 


BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING (20 Pages) 
and 
BAPTISM OF INFANTS (20 Pages) 
By Ben L. Rose, D.D. 
Professor Union Theological Seminary 
Richmond, Va. 


10¢ per single copy; $1.00 per dozen copies 
or $5.00 per hundred copies postpaid. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 23 





REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





What Can 1 Do? 


Suggested Devotional Outline: 
Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” 
Prayer 
Scripture: John 15:1-8. 
Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 
Offering 
Hymn: “Lead On, O King Eternal” 


Suggestions for Program Leader: 

The purpose of this program is to help your 
group of young people to see exactly what their 
opportunity and their responsibility is in the life 
and work of the church. The best way to do 
this is to set before them the specific plans 
which have been made for your group for the 
fall months. It should not be a matter of your 
ordering the other young people to do certain 
things, but rather of showing them opportunities 
for service and of asking their cooperation and 
advice. If you follow this suggestion, it will 
mean that the officers of your organization must 
do some careful planning beforehand. You will 
need to have definite ideas and plans for pro- 
grams, projects, and activities which you hope 
to carry out before the end of the year. It 
would be best not to make these plans so hard 
and fast that the suggestions of other members 
could not be incorporated into them. 


Leader’s Introduction: (It would be most ap- 
propriate for the President of your group 
to lead this program.) 


What can I do in the church? In answering 
this question some young people may think no 
farther than the organization for young people. 
It is a serious mistake to think that our respon- 
sibility to the church begins and ends in the 
young people’s group. This is merely the place 
where we have fellowship with those of our own 
age group and where we learn how to partici- 
pate in the total life of the church. We must not 
think of the church as a combination of separate 
departments for men, women, children, and 
young ,people. It is a fellowship of all the be- 
lievers in Christ . . . of all those who have been 
“called out” to be children of God through faith 
in Christ. 


Those of us who have been chosen as your 
officers and leaders have been working on some 
plans for the next three months. We have tried 
to bear in mind opportunities for service in the 
total program of the church as well as in our 
own particular organization. We do not claim 
to have found all the answers, and as we share 
these plans with you, we want your suggestions 
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for improvements and additions to them. Work- 
ing together under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit we believe we can find out what there is 
for us to do in the church. 


(If your group is organized according to the 
commission plan, you will already be familiar 
with the five following areas of Christian growth 
and service. If you are not organized in this 
way, you will do well to consider these areas 
in your planning.) 


1. The aim of CHRISTIAN FAITH is “to 
lead the young people of the church and con- 
gregation to grow in effective Christian living 
by knowing Jesus, accepting Him as Lord and 
Saviour, following His principles in daily 
living...” 

2. The aim of CHRISTIAN WITNESS is 
to follow His principles in daily living, and lead 
others to know and follow Him. 


3. The purpose of CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 
is to find “opportunities for Christian service 
both at home and abroad.” 


4. CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP seeks “to 


bring the way of Christ to bear on the needs of 
society.” 


5. The aim of CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
is “to develop Christian fellowship among the 
members in their relationship to each other and 
to the community.” 


Above quotations are from the Handbook of 
the Senior High Fellowship. 


Closing Comment by Program Leader: 

It is likely that some of us never realized how 
many answers there could be to the question 
“What can I do?” as it is applied to the church. 
Now that we are aware of all these opportuni- 
ties, the next thing for us to do is to dedicate 
ourselves to meeting them. All the work will 
not be done, and the church will not be as strong 
as it ought to be, until every Christian young 
person undertakes very seriously to do his part. 





THE REFORMED DOCTRINE 
OF INFANT BAPTISM 
By Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton 
Reprint from the August 29, 1956 Issue of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal now available as a sixteen page 
booklet at $1.00 per dozen or $6.00 per hundred pastpaid. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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A Moment With the Master 
When Misunderstood 


“The thorns in my path are not 
sharper than composed His crown for me... 


What brought back to my memory just then 
those words I heard so long ago? One whom 
I truly love had just used sharp, accusing words 
showing she completely misunderstood me, and 
now refused to accept my sincere explanation 
and plea to be forgiven for whatever had so 
offended her. That simple hymn comforts my 
wounded heart. 


I thought: Jesus’ “thorns” must have been 
that He was often misunderstood by His own 
family, even though they loved Him. Believing 
Him “beside Himself” they tried to silence His 
Divine ministry. But His love held them and 
claimed them at last to be His devoted fol- 
lowers. 


His chosen disciples rebuked Him sharply 
when He foretold His own suffering and death. 
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“Be it far from thee, Lord!” cried Peter — little 
understanding the central place of suffering in 
His Messiahship. When they forsook Him and 
fled from His Cross He loved on, till He met 
them and reclaimed their undying loyalty in the 
new light of His resurrection. 


Bitterest of all must have been the willful, 
fierce misunderstanding of the leaders of His 
religion, who accused Him of blasphemy and 
did their worst to turn His own people against 
Him. “Hatred without a cause” finally accom- 
plished His crucifixion. But love like His finally 
conquers, so “‘a great company of the priests” 
themselves came at last to believe on Him. 


When I then, through no conscious fault of 
my own, am so misunderstood, can I, like my 
loving Lord, love on, even when my sincere 
efforts to clear the trouble fail? Some one who 
knows Him well says, “Every bit of human na- 
ture is transfigured in Christ...” in the con- 
stant “contemplation of His life.” 


If “I would be like Jesus,” I must meet mis- 
understanding, as He did. I cannot be blame- 
less as He ever was, so I must pray for new light 
to reveal my possible fault that I may try a 
new way to mend this break. (Prayer was His 
unfailing resource of strength.) I must open my 
Bible, as He used His (my Old Testament) 
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so constantly and read again Psalm 37, and find 
there: 


Commit thy way unto Jehovah; trust also in 
him, and he will bring it to pass. And he 
will make thy righteousness to go forth as 
the light, And thy justice as the noonday. 


So I quiet my troubled heart before Him, 
praying that the thorn of misunderstanding may 
be removed by my renewed “delight in the 
Lord,” asking Him who was so cruelly misun- 
derstood to enable me to “roll my way upon 
the Lord” — and “wait patiently for Him” to 
clear away this cloud of misunderstanding. 


Church News 


Christianity and Health 

In accordance with the directive of the Gen- 
eral Assembly a copy of the report of the Ad 
Interim Committee on Christianity and Health 
has been mailed to every Clerk of Session in the 
Assembly. It is intended that this report shall 
be used throughout our Church as a basis for 
study and individuals and churches may obtain 
copies from the undersigned. Prices are as fol- 
lows: Single copy 5c; 50 copies $2.00; 100 
copies $3.00; 500 copies $12.50; 1,000 copies 
$20.00. All orders should be received not later 
than November | and remittance accompany 
orders. 





Rev. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk 
341 - A, Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Georgia 





Dr. “Bill” McCorkle Takes a Pastorate 

After three and a quarter fruitful years as 
the General Assembly’s Secretary of Evangelism 
Rev. Wm. H. McCorkle, D.D., has accepted a 








call to become pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, of Bristol, Tennessee. 


Owing to the pressure of a very busy schedule 
in the Board of Church Extension, of which the 
Division of Evangelism is a part, Dr. McCorkle 
will not enter upon his new duties at Bristol 
until the last of October. His home address 
will then be Foxcroft Road, Spring Garden, 
Bristol, Virginia. 





ALABAMA 


Montgomery — Dr. Henry Edward Russell, pas- 
tor of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Montgomery, 
Ala., is one of six Protestant clergymen to conduct 
preaching missions this fall at American air bases 
throughout the Far East. Dr. Russell leaves for 
his assignment by plane from McGuire Air Force 
Base, New Jersey, October 3. He will be away 
approximately thirty-five days. 


Dr. Russell’s schedule carries him to Newfound- 
land, Labrador, and Greenland, with the Alabama 
minister speaking to a number of Air Force bases 
and to one Naval station. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Montreat — About 300 teachers, representing 
more than 100 colleges and universities attended 
the third Southeastern States Faculty Conference 
at Montreat, August 27 - 31. 


The conference, sponsored jointly by the boards 
of education of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., and 
the Methodist Church, brought together many out- 
standing Christian leaders from America and 
abroad to discuss the theme “Freedom, Responsi- 
bility and the Christian Faith.” 


TENNESSEE 


Nashville —- Mr. and Mrs. Ira Moore and family 
of our Congo Mission arrived in this country Aug. 
20 for a furlough. Upon their arrival they pro- 
ceeded to Nashville, Tenn. 


Miss Gussie Fraser of our Taiwan Mission is 
scheduled to arrive in the United States in early 
September for ‘ier regular furlough. 
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Miss Margaret Shelby of our Mexico Mission is 
scheduled to return to that country in September 
following her regular furlough in the United States. 


Rev. and Mrs. J. Kemp Hobson and their daugh- 
ter returned to the Congo Mission on August 10, 
after their regular furlough in this country. 


Dr. and Mrs. Mark Poole of our Congo Mission 
are scheduled to return to the field in October fol- 
lowing their furlough in this country. 


Rev. and Mrs. Bruce A. Cumming of our Korea 
Mission are scheduled to sail for Korea in early 
September following their regular furlough in the 
United States. 


Rev. and Mrs. Thomas W. Foley and children 
of our North Brazil Mission are scheduled to sail 
in late September for Brazil following their regu- 
lar furlough in the United States. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Wilson and family of 
yur Congo Mission are scheduled to sail Sept. 11 
to return to the field following their furlough in 
the United States. 


Rev. and Mrs. William B. Moseley of our North 
Brazil Mission are scheduled to return to Brazil 
about October 1, following their regular furlough 
in the United States. 


Rev. and Mrs. Stephen J. Sloop and family of 
our West Brazil Mission are scheduled to sail on 
September 20 to return to Brazil after spending 
their regular furlough in the United States. 





Columbia Theological Seminary 


The New Session 


The school year 1956-57 will open at Columbia 
Theological Seminary on Thursday, September 20. 
The opening exercises will be held in the seminary 
chapel at 8:00 o’clock that evening. The speaker 
of the occasion will be Dr. Gordon Rupp of Cam- 
bridge University in England. 


New students of the seminary are expected to 
enroll on September 17 and to participate in the 
orientation program which will be conducted Sep- 
tember 18-20. Upperclassmen and graduate stu- 
dents will register September 19-20. 


The fact that another large entering class has 
been accepted means that the seminary’s facilities 
will be taxed to capacity this year. It now appears 
that the total number of students enrolled will be 
the largest in the history of the institution. 


Dr. J. G. S. S. Thomson To Serve 
as Associate Professor 


The Reverend Doctor J. G. S. S. Thomson of 
Edinburgh, Scotland, has been elected by the Board 
of Directors to serve for two years as Associate 
Professor in the Department of Old Testament at 
Columbia Seminary. 


Dr. Thomson graduated in Arts and Divinity at 
Edinburgh with distinction in Semitics and was 
awarded the Aitken Travelling Fellowship, which 
enabled him to spend two years at Oxford Uni- 
versity. There he did post-graduate work in He- 
brew and Arabic and was appointed Casbred Prize- 
man. He was later elected to the Staff at New 
College, Edinburgh, where he has taught for six 
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years. In the course of the first three of these 
years he earned his Ph.D. at Edinburgh, the sub- 
ject of his thesis being “The Doctrine of Man in 
the Qur’an’.” 


Dr. Thomson has contributed articles to the 
Expository Times, to the Scottish Journal of The- 
ology, and to Vetus Tcstamentum, and has been 
invited to serve as a contributing editor of the 
new publication, Christianity Today. He is a mem- 
ber of The Society of Old Testament Study in 
Great Britain and of the Glasgow Oriental Society 
and has read papers before those societies. 


Dr. Thomson is an ordained minister of the 
Church of Scotland. For eight years he and his 
wife were missionaries in Algeria, French North 
Africa, where they worked among the Arabic 
Speaking Muslims. 


It is expected that Dr. and Mrs. Thomson with 
their thirteen year old daughter will come to the 
United States late in October. He will begin his 
teaching duties at Columbia Seminary with the 
opening of the Winter Quarter, January 3, 1957. 


Dr. Whale To Come as Guest Professor 


The Reverend Doctor John Selden Whale, dis- 
tinguished British clergyman, educator and author, 
has accepted an invitation to serve as Guest Profes- 
sor at Columbia Seminary during the Winter 
Quarter. 


Dr. Whale holds the degree of M.A. from Oxford 
University and was made a Doctor of Divinity by 
the University of Glasgow. He is a minister of 
the Congregational Church and was at one time 
pastor of the Bowdon Downs Church at Manchester. 
He was for some years the McKennal Professor 
of Ecclesiastical History at Mansfield College, Ox- 
ford, and later served as President of Cheshunt 
College, Cambridge University. He is at present 
retired and makes his home at Widecombe in the 
Moor, New Abbot, Devon, but finds time for an 
extensive program of writing and lecturing. 


Among the numerous works published by Dr. 
Whale are “The Christian Answer to the Problem 
of Evil,” ‘‘What is a Living Church?” “This Chris- 
tian Faith,” “Christian Doctrine,” “The Right to 
Believe,” and “The Protestant Tradition.” 


Dr. Whale is to be at Columbia Seminary for 
a period of six weeks, beginning January 3, 1957. 
He will offer two elective courses in Theology, 
the exact titles of which will be announced later. 


Other News Concerning Faculty Members 


Dr. Wm. C. Robinson returned to Decatur in 
mid-July after spending a year of Sabbatic Leave 
in Europe. Dr. Robinson devoted most of the year 
to study at Cambridge University and at the Uni- 
versity of Basel, but also traveled extensively in 
Britain, Italy and other parts of Europe. He will 
resume his usual teaching duties in September. 


Prof. Thomas H. McDill, Jr., has spent the sum- 
mer in graduate study at the University of Chicago. 
He has been granted leave of absence during the 
Fall Quarter in order that he may continue that 
program of study but will return to teach during 
the Winter and Spring Quarters. 


Prof. Hubert Vance Taylor has studied through- 
out the summer at Northwestern University, but 
will carry on his courses without interruption dur- 
ing the school year. 
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Prof. Cecil Thompson had been granted Sabbatic 
Leave for graduate study during the coming year 
and it has been announced that he would not be 
here to serve as Director of Field Work. Because 
suitable assistance in that Department has not 
yet been found, he has consented to postpone his 
leave of absence and to serve throughout the fall 
in supervising the field work of students. It is 
hoped that he will be able to go forward with 
his projected program of study later in the year. 


Dr. Manford Geo. Gutzke will be granted leave 
of absence during the Winter Quarter in order 
that he may be free to engage in writing a book 
for future publication. 


Plans for the Ministers’ Institute 


An unusually full and rewarding program has 
been arranged for the seminary’s annual Ministers’ 
Week which will be held October 29 - November 3. 


The Smyth Lectures are to be delivered by Dr. 
Joseph Haroutunian of McCormick Seminary, 
whose subject will be ‘“‘The Christian Use of the 
Mind.” Dr. Halford Luccock, formerly of Yale 
University, will deliver a series of lectures in the 
field of Homiletics and Dr. John Leith of Auburn, 
Ala., will lecture on some of the ethical implica- 
tions of Calvinism. Dr. Louis Evans of Los 
Angeles, Cal., will preach each morning during 
the week. The Alumni of the seminary will hold 
their annual meeting at lunch on Tuesday, October 
30. 


Further announcement concerning this program 
will be made later. In the meanwhile ministers of 
the area are asked to circle these dates on their 
calendars and to plan to be present. 





In Memoriam to Charles N. Kell 


Decatur, Ga. 


WHEREAS, God, in His infinite wisdom, has 
taken from our midst in this earthly life, Charles 
N. Kell, who was one of Decatur’s best loved citi- 
zens, and 


WHEREAS, Charles N. Kell was a member of 


the Session of the Decatur Presbyterian Church, 
and, 


WHEREAS, Charles N. Kell served the church 
in many capacities; As Superintendent of the Sun- 
day School; as a very active member of the Board 
of Deacons; as Chairman of the Building Fund 
Committee, which successfully raised funds for 
the construction of the present sanctuary, chapel 
and church offices, and, 


WHEREAS, he served unselfishly and earnestly 
in these places of importance, he also served his 
Lord with humility in doing many great and small 
deeds of kindness and devotion, which will be long 
remembered, and, 


WHEREAS, Charles N. Kell contributed, by his 
life and example, and by service to the welfare 
of this church and to this community, and, 


_WHEREAS, he was a man of great faith and 
willingness to work constructively, he accomplished 
much for his Lord and for his fellow man, and, 


WHEREAS, he was ever faithful in the evange- 
listic visitation work of his church, inviting the 
newcomer, the stranger and those without church 
homes to find their Lord in the fellowship of this 
church, therefore, 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Session of the Deca- 
tur Presbyterian Church extend to his beloved wife 
and family its deepest sympathy in the great loss 
that they have suffered and that a copy of this 
Resolution, signed by the Pastor and the Clerk, 
be sent to his widow; that a copy be placed in 
the minutes of the Session and be published in the 
Decatur Presbyterian Church Bulletin and the 
church papers. 











What Do You Think? 


In the July 13th issue we asked our readers 
to share with us their views as to whether the 
Church, as such, should use her influence in 
social, moral, and other issues, or whether this 
influence should be exerted in society by indi- 
vidual Christians. 


Some of our readers were unwilling to con- 
fine their views to the requested 100 words; 
others were unwilling to have their names 
signed to their views. 


The following are typical of the replies and 
we appreciate the interest shown in this request. 


The Editors 


The Church should enter the lists on social, 
ethical, moral and spiritual issues. 


The limits should be as broad as Christ’s com- 
mand to preach the gospel to every creature - de- 
claring God’s judgment upon every man and God’s 
covenant promise to regenerate any repentant 
sinner. 


The sound basic policy guiding such activity 
should be the great commandment: love God (i.e. 
worship only Him privately and publicly) and love 
your neighbor as yourself (i.e. in all governmental, 
social, economic and civic relations). 


Any Church seeking by legislation in a dem- 
ocracy to coerce non-believers to follow particular 
Christian practices (i.e. observance of the Lord’s 
Day) is “political bludgeoning.”’ 


Since the Holy Spirit is promised by Jesus to 
gatherings of His disciples no less than to them 
individually, it is proper for the “constituted au- 
thorities” of the Church (her elected officers in 
meeting assembled) to speak authoritatively for 
the Church on any matter. 


David M. Currie 
First Presbyterian Church 
Texas City, Texas 


I believe that the Church should concentrate her 
efforts in the winning of the individual to Christ 
and his development in the Christian fold, for 
three main reasons: 


1. Political, economic, social and legal ques- 
tions are the affair of the State. We believe in 
the separation of Church and State. We demand 
that the State keep free from the affairs of the 
Church. We should equally follow the same rule. 
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2. Our Church Courts are in the control of the 
ministry, who make up only a small part of our 
membership. Therefore the voice of our Courts is 
the voice of the ministry and not of the Church. 
We have no machinery whereby the voice of the 
whole membership can be heard. The claim of the 
Courts that they voice the opinion of the Church 
is very questionable. 


3. The public and the press is quite aware of 
reason No. 2 and therefore give the findings of 
our Courts scant attention and the attempt to 
sway public opinion by such findings serve to 
prejudice those not close to the Church, against 
the Church. 


Geo. C. Howell (Elder) 
Richmond, Va. 


The answer is found in the following words 
by the late Dr. W. H. McIntosh: 


“We believe that every man holding the office 
of elder in the Southern Presbyterian Church has 
been called of Christ to be a ruler in this society, 
the church. The constitution to which we pledged 
our allegiance at our ordination is a solemn cove- 
nant with each other and with our King. That 
constitution specifically forbids the church engag- 
ing in any secular or political activity whatever. 
We believe, in short, in the unity of the visible 
church and are looking for opportunities to make 
that faith manifest. We believe in the exclusively 
spiritual mission of the church; and many fields 
of endeavor are closed to us because forbidden 
to the church as such.” 


L. E. Faulkner 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 


FIRST and Continuously: I believe after many 
years of reflection, that the Church, OURS AND 
ALL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES, SHOULD DEFI- 
NITELY CONCENTRATE on WINNING SOULS 
TO CHRIST. 


THERE IS NO SECOND * * * for the reason 
that if our Ministers devote ALL THEIR TIME 
to just doing that one MOST IMPORTANT TASK 
AND CONSECRATE THEMSELVES TO THAT, 
THEY WILL ACCOMPLISH GREATER THINGS 
FOR Christ. 


If our Ministers cannot through their teachings, 
influence more of their own Christian Membership, 
Laymen and Lay-women, to carry on the Educa- 
tional, Secular and Material matters of the Church 
—~ HOW CAN THEY EXPECT TO CONVERT 
Sinners Politically, through Lobbies, Legislators 
and Administrative Officials, etc. 


Politicians, Lobbyists, Officials, Business Men, 
Laborers and Workers, Laymen of all stations are 
all members of some Church and our Preaching 
and Teachings are to them, or if not Members of 
some Church, then our Mission is to BRING THEM 
INTO THE CHURCH. 


Public pronouncements have from time im- 
memorial been conducive to CONTROVERSY, 
BUT NOT TO CONCLUSIONS. 


Thomas Hart Taylor 
Tampa, Florida 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Il believe the church has a definite mission. 
That mission is with individuals as Christians. If 
the individual is truly Christian he will so deal 
with individuals of other races. Only to the extent 
of personal conduct as Christians can the church 
take any rightful stand dealing with social, ethical 
or moral issues. If it acts otherwise it will only 
resort to politics and thus lower its influence in 
the world. 


Mrs. Delos W. Thayer 
Washington, D. C. 
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EDUCATION OR INDOCTRINATION. Mary 
L. Allen. The Caxton Printers, Ltd. $4.00. 





Something has happened in our public schools. 
This book is written to present an analysis of what 
has happened. The concern over the content of 
modern education is spreading throughout America. 
“Our schools,” observes the author, “once the proud 
heritage of all children in America, have become 
the center of confusion, emotional wrangling, and 
extreme differences of opinion. 


All over the country boards of education have 
met resistance from the people they represent and 
the teachers they employ.” What has happened in 
our public schools to thrust them in the forefront 
of the battle of ideas? This is the question wide- 
awake and intelligent citizens are forced to con- 
sider. A careful examination of a large number 
of currently used text books on American govern- 
ment, says the author, reveals some startling facts. 
Little or no attempt is made in these books, she 
holds, to present the point of view of those large 
segments of our citizenry who oppose and recog- 
nize the dangers of too much centralized authority, 
and too wide ramifications of government inter- 
ventions in the affairs of private citizens. On the 
other hand she discovered that the vital and sig- 
nificant part played in daily life by free enterprise 
or by voluntary organizations is either completely 
overlooked, or, at best, sparingly mentioned. 


The blame for this situation, avers Mrs. Allen, 
should not be put upon the teachers because with 
few exceptions the teachers are not specialists 
in political science and they must teach from the 
textbooks given them and in accordance with in- 
struction and directives received from their super- 
visors and administrators. The responsibility for 
the current situation, the author maintains, must 
be placed upon school administrators, curriculum 
makers, teacher trainers, and textbook writers. 
Frequently top administrators would have citizens 
to limit their concern to school buildings, school 
equipment, and taxes, but not what is taught or 
how it is taught. 


Mrs. Allen is a mother who has devoted a great 
deal of time, effort, and ability to understanding 
both the substance and method of public school 
education today. She has given us the first full 
and complete report of the Pasadena school crisis 
of 1950-51. The aim of her book is to stir parents 
into action at the local level. She stresses the fact 
that we need a shift of emphasis in the school 
policy to the end that more time will be devoted 
to education and less to indoctrination. 






PAGE 21 





Surveying the past Mrs. Allen writes, ‘‘Yester- 
day, a high school graduate was instructed in 
moral values, proper behavior, English grammar, 
American history, civics, citizenship, geography, 
arithmetic, and various other courses. He was a 
literate citizen. America was proud of the product 
of her public schools.” 


Today the author informs us we hear a different 
story: “People are wondering why children with 
equal intelligence are failing to respond with equal 
literacy. They are disturbed with the lack of dis- 
cipline and the discourtesy permitted in the class- 
room. There is so much pressure for conformance 
to the group that parents wonder how long the 
individual child can maintain his _ individual 
identity.” 


Seeking to throw light upen our educational 
muddle, the author asks, “Is it possible that the 
general citizenry have one set of goals for educa- 
tion and the educators have another? Can it be 
that the American people think they are going 
down a road toward knowledge, the American 
way of life and literacy, and the educators are 
knowingly or unknowingly leading them down a 
path toward a new way of life?” If so, she says 
the confusion in education is easily explained. 


Intelligent Americans are asking: Where is 
present day American education leading us? Will 
it destroy us or will it strengthen us? The author 
answers these questions. It is the duty of the 
American people to examine the facts she presents 
and then determine where the educational program 
of today is leading. 


Since the public schools belong to the people of 
America and since public school administrators and 
teachers are employed by the people, the writer 
insists that the people’s wishes should be con- 
sidered. She reminds parents and citizens that it 
is their duty to take a livelier interest in the public 
schools. She concludes with this sober thought. 
“In the next decade America will probably make 
a choice between education or indoctrination. Let 
us solemnly hope that education will be the victor.” 


This volume contains an excellent bibliography, 
an index of both authors and subjects, and is 
well documented throughout. Because of the 
prominence of education in American thought, this 
book should make a wide appeal to educators, 
school administrators, and parents. J.R.R. 





AN ADVENTURE IN LOVE. W. 
Thompson. John Knox Press. $2.50. 


Taliaferro 


For over 80 years the author taught courses 
in Understanding Children and in Understanding 
Youth at Union Theological Seminary and at the 
General Assembly’s Training School for Lay Work- 
ers in Richmond. Hundreds of thoughtful men 
and women have taken questionnaires to parents 
and to boys and girls and given to the author 
their wisdom in papers and classroom discussions. 
Most of all he has benefited from his own home 
in observing his six children grow into manhood 
and womanhood. This volume was written to show 
that family life can be richer and more meaning- 
ful than is usually experienced in most homes. 


One of the most worthwhile chapters in this 
enlightening volume is on “‘Love and Adolescence.” 
Intelligent parents know that this is a critical 
time in a growing young person. Dr. Thompson 
tells us that these adolescents should have sex 
education. He writes, “It is when we get to this 
place in our thinking that we realize that our boys 
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and girls must be given an understanding of the 
meaning of sex in their lives. They are very con- 
scious of the physical changes they are experi- 
encing of the primary and secondary sex char- 
acteristics which are so evident and of the accom- 
panying emotions which are so upsetting.” He 
refers to a recent volume in which this question 
was asked, “What, according to high school stu- 
dents, is the most important personal problem 
facing them today?”’ And their answer was, ““What 
should we do about sex?” 


Dr. Thompson states that the answer to that 
question requires knowledge. The author advises, 
‘“‘We should enable teenagers to know that this 
urge is a natural part of life at this period, as 
natural as the desire for food and drink and as 
natural for the girl as for the boy. We would have 
them understand that it is a strong urge, more 
pervasive in the girl, involving her whole body, 
and more localized in the boy; that it is more 
easily and quickly excited in the boy, especially 
by physical contact; and that when it is aroused 
it may become overwhelming. It is stronger in 
some persons than in others, and in the same per- 
son more uncontrollable at certain times than at 
others. For both boy and girl to know this may 
help them to be on their guard against going, in 
their physical intimacies, beyond a point of no 
return.” 


In dealing with teenagers, Dr. Thompson insists 
that important as knowledge is, it is not enough. 
Ideals must be built into our boys and girls — 
ideals not only about sex but about life as a 
whole, which are determined by their conception 
of God and persons. He remarks, “If we could 
get our boys and girls to see the sacredness of 
personality because of its relationship to God, it 
would be difficult for them to engage in the kind 
of prolonged petting which majors in bodily inti- 
macies and measures a date by the physical thrills 
experienced.” Help, says the author, should come 
from the home. Teenagers need the freedom to 
talk with someone, preferably someone at home. 


Dr. Thompson closes this inspiring volume with 
this high note: What our sons and daughters 
need as their problems multiply, what our nation 
needs as it faces these strange and terrifying 
days, and what the church needs as it girds itself 
for a better witness, are parents who love each 
other and their children with an understanding 
and growing devotion; and who love God whom 
they have come to know in Jesus Christ, through 
whom alone true love is born and matures. It 
is the love of Christ, revealed in the Cross, that 
constrains us to love Him and others.” 


This volume is packed full of wholesome coun- 
sel and it is designed to be beneficial to parents 
and counselors of young people. J.R.R. 





MARK’S SKETCHBOOK OF CHRIST. Helen 
J. Tenney. William B. Eerdman’s. $2.00. 

The author has written this volume to present 
an example of personal Bible study. It was used 
first to meet the needs of teenage young people 
who wanted answers to certain questions. 


This is a Bible study book and it combines the 
best features of the inductive method with an in- 
tegrated outline. The method of Bible study pro- 
vided in this workbook will prove useful in Bible 
courses in Christian high schools, weekday church 
programs, summer camps, vacation Bible school 
curricula, and on the foreign mission field. 
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FREE BOOKS FOR Your PASTOR, 
Your CHURCH, Sunday School, 


Or Home Library 


Any Book listed below sent free and postpaid for one NEW Subscription to the 
Journal sent us before October 15. Earn as many books as you will send in 
NEW Subscriptions. Send for Sample Copies, free, postpaid. 











The Basis of Millenial Faith _ __.$2.00 Christianity Rightly So Called __$2.75 
By Floyd E. Hamilton By Samuel G. Craig 
Why 1000 Years? _._.__._.____ $2.50 Who Say Ye Thatl Am $2.50 
C By Wm. noel By Wm. Childs Robinson 
rucial Questions ut : : 
een. | Ce eee ae 
oe ee Christ—The Hope of Glory $3.00 
ge tn yore ~ nena Preacher __ $2.50 7 Wm. _— Robinson at a 
The Trial of Jesus Christ $2.00 Knowing The Scriptures __ $3.95 
By Frank J. Powell By A. T. Pierson 
Supreme Authority - soasiaiititiasin Lord of Glory - capeattinhens 
By Novell Geldenhuys By B. B. Warfield. 
The Gospel of The Spirit __ __.$1.50 The Plan of Salvation _ ——-—>—S—<SS 1.50 
By Samuel Eyles Pierce By B. B. Warfield 
Studies in Theology — $3.50 Progress of Doctrine _... == $1.75 
By Loraine Boettner By Thomas Dehany Bernard 
The Reformed Doctrine D God Ans Pr $1.50 
of Justification $3.00 ea nee reek tates.) «o> -30 0 a 
By Boehl y Louise Harrison McCraw 
The Reformed Doctrine of Adoption _ $2.50 God Transcendent and 
By R. A. Webb Other Sermons ___ a 
The Faith of Christendom $3.00 By Gresham Machen 
By Vander Meulen Christianity and Existentialism ____ $3.00 
Christianity and Liberalism $2.50 By J. M. Spier 
By J. Gresham Machen The Lord From Heaven $1.50 
The Presbyterian Conflict . $1.50 By Sir Robert Anderson 
By Edwin H. Rian The Doctrines of Grace _.. $3.95 
What Presbyterians Believe $2.00 By George S. Bishop 
By Gordon H. Clark The Infallibility of the Church _____ $3.00 
The Impact of Christianity on By George D. Salmon 
the Non-Christian World __ $2.50 Successful Church Publicity. = $1.00 
By Dr. J. H. Bavinck By Carl F. H. Henry 
Pilgrims Progress $1.00 The Covenant Idea in 
By John Bunyan New England Theology $2.50 
The March of Truth se $2.50 By Dr. Peter Y. DeJong 
By Dr. Stephen Szabo The Servant of Jehovah ... ————S—SsS $2.95 
The Called of God $3.95 By David Baron 
By A. B. Davidson Opening Doors ____ $1.50 
Twenty Missionary Stories By R. G. McLees, D.D. 
From India an oe $1.50 Edward O,. Guerrant . _..$1.00 
By Basil Miller By J. Gray McAllister ‘end © 
The Reformed Doctrine Grace Owings Guerrant | 
of Predestination $4.50 Manual of Reformed Doctrine .__ $2.50 
By Loraine Boettner By Prof. W. Heyns 
Immortality a $2.50 Israel and the New Covenant ___ $3.75 
By Loraine Boettner By Roger Campbell 
Order From 
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SECRETARY? 





PASTOR? 
ASS’T PASTOR? 
D. R. E. 
SEXTON? 

? 


? 


“It’s a good thing he was 
in our Church Budget” 





. . . that’s the comment that has been made by a number of local church officers— 
men, who, in thinking ahead, realize that it is just good business sense to have pastors 
and full-time lay employees covered by as much insurance as is practical because the local 
church always feels responsible in emergencies, anyway. In today’s employment problems 
this is a good means of helping to hold good employees, too. 


IN JANUARY OF EACH YEAR, CHURCHES MAY APPLY WITHOUT PHYSICAL 
EXAMINATION OF MINISTERS OR LAY EMPLOYEES BEING REQUIRED 


SCHEDULE OF BENEFITS 





Max. Annual 
Amt. Diy. Max. Mater- Max. Max. Cost 
Classification by Life Hosp. Extra nity Surg. Polio per 
Class Occupation Ins. Bnft. Chgs. Bnft. Bnft. Bnft. Person 
I. Ordained Personnel, 
Heads of Agencies 
and/or Institutions 
under age 66......................$4,000 $10.00 $200 None $250 $5,000 $85.20 
II. Skilled Lay Personnel 
under age 66.................. $2,000 $10.00 $200 None $250 $5,000 $52.60 
Ill. (a) All Unskilled Per- 
sonnel with 6 months 
service; (b) All others 
age 65 and over.............. $1,000 $10.00 $200 None $250 $5,000 $36.30 


OPTIONAL—Personnel having de- 
pendents may insure them at an ad- 
ditional annual premium of $55.15 
regardless of number of dependents. 
(Dependents include wife and child- 
ren over 14 days and under 19 years) $10.00 $200 $200 $250 $5,000 


BOARD of ANNUITIES & RELIEF 


Charles J. Currie, Executive Secretary 
341-C-Ponce deLeon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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